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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Bob Lech on 6-12-2006. 

a. The original claims, eg. 1-57, have been cancelled. The new claims (found 
below) replace these claims and are numbered starting at "1" (new 1-36 are allowed). 

b. The attorney stated that the applicant reserves the right to write new claims 
and seek patent coverage for them as well. 

1 . A method for alerting a remote user to an emergency situation via a mobile unit 
installed in a vehicle, comprising: 

determining a geographic location of the mobile unit; 

determining an identity of the vehicle based on a unique identification stored in 
the mobile unit; 

determining a priority level associated with the emergency situation; 

assembling a header of a communication, the header including the geographic 
location of the mobile unit, the identity of the vehicle and the priority level, the header 
capable of being processed upon receipt by a second mobile unit to alert the remote 
user of the second mobile unit of the emergency situation based on the geographic 
location of the mobile unit, the identity of the vehicle and the priority level; and 

transmitting the communication to the second mobile unit. 
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the mobile unit includes a global positioning 
system receiver and the step of determining includes using the global positioning 
system receiver to automatically determine the geographic location of the mobile unit. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the priority level is associated with an emergency 
situation selected from the group consisting of: an emergency vehicle, an accident 
scene, road conditions, traffic signal, weather conditions, traffic conditions and detour 
instructions. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the communication includes a payload, the 
payload including data relating to the emergency situation. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the unique identification includes data selected 
from the group consisting of: a vehicle license number, a vehicle license number and 
state identifier, an identifier of a user of the vehicle, vehicle registration information, 
insurance information and a driver's license number of a user of the vehicle. 

6. A method for alerting a user to an emergency situation via a mobile unit installed 
in a vehicle, comprising: 

receiving a communication from a broadcasting mobile unit; 

processing a header of the communication to determine a geographic location of 
the broadcasting mobile unit, an identification of a vehicle associated with the 
broadcasting mobile unit and a priority level of the emergency situation; 

determining a geographic location of the mobile unit; 

alerting the user of the emergency situation based on the geographic location of 
the mobile unit, the geographic location of the broadcasting mobile unit, the 
identification of the vehicle associated with the broadcasting mobile unit and the priority 
level. 
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7. The method of claim 6 wherein the mobile unit includes a global positioning 
system receiver and the step of determining includes using the global positioning 
system receiver to automatically determine the geographic location of the mobile unit. 

8. The method of claim 6 wherein the mobile unit is in communication with a visual 
indicator within the vehicle and the step of alerting further includes communicating with 
the visual indicator within the vehicle to alert the user. 

9. The method of claim 6 wherein the mobile unit is in communication with an audio 
indicator within the vehicle and the step of alerting further includes communicating with 
the audio indicator within the vehicle to alert the user. 

10. The method of claim 6 wherein the step of alerting further includes transmitting a 
signal through an electro-mechanical interface to control at least one electro-mechanical 
system of the vehicle in response to the emergency situation. 

11. A method for selectively distributing information from a transmitting mobile unit to 
a plurality of receiving mobile units installed in vehicles, comprising: 

receiving a geographic location for each receiving mobile unit; 

obtaining an identity of each vehicle based on a unique identification associated 
with each mobile unit; 

determining a subset of the plurality of mobile units based on the geographic 
location of each mobile unit; 

determining a priority level associated with the information; 

assembling a header of a communication associated with the subset of the 
plurality of mobile units, the header including the unique identification associated with 
each of the mobile units of the subset and the priority level, the header capable of being 
processed upon receipt by each mobile unit of the subset to alert a remote user of the 
respective mobile unit to the communication; and 
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transmitting the communication directly from the transmitting mobile unit to the 
plurality of receiving mobile units. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 further including: 

determining at least one of a current speed and current direction for each mobile 
unit; and 

the step of determining a subset of the plurality of mobile units is further based 
on at least one of the current speed and current direction of each mobile unit. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 further including comparing the unique identification 
associated with each mobile unit to a contact log, and wherein the step of determining a 
subset of the plurality of mobile units is further based on the step of comparing. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the communication includes advertising 
information. 

15. A method for providing an advisory communication from a transmitting first 
mobile unit installed in a first vehicle to a remote user via a second mobile unit installed 
in a vehicle, comprising: 

determining a geographic location of the first mobile unit; 

determining an identity of the first vehicle based on a unique identification 
associated with a the first transmitting mobile unit; 

determining a priority level associated with the advisory communication; 

assembling a header of a communication, the header including the geographic 
location of the first mobile unit, the identity of the first vehicle and the priority level, the 
header capable of being processed upon receipt by the second mobile unit to alert the 
remote user of the second mobile unit to the advisory communication; 

assembling a payload of the communication, the payload including information 
relating to the advisory communication; and 
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transmitting the communication from the first mobile unit to the second mobile 

unit. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the advisory communication is a situation 
selected from the group consisting of: an emergency vehicle, an accident scene, road 
conditions, traffic signal, weather conditions, traffic conditions and detour instructions. 

17. The method of claim 15 wherein the payload includes advertising information. 

18. A mobile unit installed in a vehicle for alerting a remote user to an emergency 
situation, comprising: 

means for determining a geographic location of the mobile unit; 

means for determining an identity of the vehicle based on a unique identification 
stored in the mobile unit; 

means for determining a priority level associated with the emergency situation; 

means for assembling a header of a communication, the header including the 
geographic location of the mobile unit, the identity of the vehicle and the priority level, 
the header capable of being processed upon receipt by a second mobile unit to alert the 
remote user of the second mobile unit of the emergency situation based on the 
geographic location of the mobile unit, the identity of the vehicle and the priority level; 
and 

means for transmitting the communication to the second mobile unit. 

19. The mobile unit of claim 18 wherein the mobile unit includes a global positioning 
system receiver and the means for determining uses the global positioning system 
receiver to automatically determine the geographic location of the mobile unit. 

20. The mobile unit of claim 18 wherein the priority level is associated with a situation 
selected from the group consisting of: an emergency vehicle, an accident scene, road 
conditions, traffic signal, weather conditions, traffic conditions and detour instructions. 
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21. The mobile unit of claim 18 wherein the communication includes a payload, the 
payload including data relating to the emergency situation. 

22. The mobile unit of claim 18 wherein the unique identification includes data 
selected from the group consisting of: a vehicle license number, a vehicle license 
number and state identifier, an identifier of a user of the vehicle, vehicle registration 
information, insurance information and a driver's license number of a user of the 
vehicle. 

23. A mobile unit for alerting a user to an emergency situation via a mobile unit 
installed in a vehicle, comprising: 

means for receiving a communication from a broadcasting mobile unit; 

means for processing a header of the communication to determine a geographic 
location of the broadcasting mobile unit, an identification of a vehicle associated with the 
broadcasting mobile unit and a priority level of the emergency situation; 

means for determining a geographic location of the mobile unit; 

means for alerting the user of the emergency situation based on the geographic 
location of the mobile unit, the geographic location of the broadcasting mobile unit, the 
identification of the vehicle associated with the broadcasting mobile unit and the priority 
level. 

24. The mobile unit of claim 23 wherein the mobile unit includes a global positioning 
system receiver and the means for determining uses the global positioning system 
receiver to automatically determine the geographic location of the mobile unit. 

25. The mobile unit of claim 23 wherein the mobile unit is in communication with a 
visual indicator within the vehicle and the means for alerting communicates with the 
visual indicator within the vehicle to alert the user. 
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26. The mobile unit of claim 23 wherein the mobile unit is in communication with an 
audio indicator within the vehicle and the means for alerting communicates with the 
audio indicator within the vehicle to alert the user. 

27. The mobile unit of claim 23 wherein the means for alerting transmits a signal 
through an electro-mechanical interface to control at least one electro-mechanical 
system of the vehicle in response to the emergency situation. 

28. A system for selectively distributing information from a transmitting mobile unit to 
a plurality of receiving mobile units installed in vehicles, comprising: 

means for receiving a geographic location for each receiving mobile unit; 

means for obtaining an identity of each vehicle based on a unique identification 
associated with each mobile unit; 

means for determining a subset of the plurality of mobile units based on the 
geographic location of each mobile unit; 

means for determining a priority level associated with the information; 

means for assembling a header of a communication associated with each mobile 
unit of the subset, each header including the unique identification associated with the 
respective mobile unit and the priority level, each header capable of being processed 
upon receipt by the respective mobile unit to alert a remote user of the respective 
mobile unit to the communication; and 

means for transmitting the communication directly from the transmitting mobile 
unit to the plurality of receiving mobile units. 

29. The system of claim 28 further including: 

means for determining at least one of a current speed and current direction for 
each mobile unit; and 

the means for determining a subset of the plurality of mobile units is further 
operative to determine the subset based on at least one of the current speed and 
current direction of each mobile unit. 
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30. The system of claim 28 further including means for comparing the unique 
identification associated with each mobile unit to a contact log, and wherein the means 
for determining a subset of the plurality of mobile units is further operative to determine 
the subset based on a comparison of the unique identification associated with each 
mobile unit to the contact log. 

31 . The system of claim 28 wherein the communication includes advertising 
information. 

32. A system for providing an advisory communication from a transmitting first mobile 
unit installed in a first vehicle to a remote user via a second mobile unit installed in a 
vehicle, comprising: 

means for determining a geographic location of the first mobile unit; 

means for determining an identity of the first vehicle based on a unique 
identification associated with a the first transmitting mobile unit; 

means for determining a priority level associated with the advisory 
communication; 

means for assembling a header of a communication, the header including the 
geographic location of the first mobile unit, the identity of the first vehicle and the priority 
level, the header capable of being processed upon receipt by the second mobile unit to 
alert the remote user of the second mobile unit to the advisory communication; 

means for assembling a payload of the communication, the payload including 
information relating to the advisory communication; and 

means for transmitting the communication from the first mobile unit to the second 
mobile unit. 

33. The system of claim 32 wherein the advisory communication is a situation 
selected from the group consisting of: an emergency vehicle, an accident scene, road 
conditions, traffic signal, traffic conditions, weather conditions and detour instructions. 
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34. The system of claim 32 wherein the payload includes advertising information. 

35. The system of claim 32 wherein the transmitting unit is a mobile unit installed in a 
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vehicle. 



36. The system of claim 32 wherein the transmitting unit is a base unit. 



Conclusion 




